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The Mexican Ambassador called on the Sscretary at the -—1
formart's regusst, He informed the Secretary that the Mexican
Governnment agread with the position of the United States (as
gutliﬁed to the Mexican and Bragilian Ambassadors by the
wvelrevaer

¥ on February 12), on the Soviet proposal to have the
heads of government open the March 18 Geneva Conference on
._Disarmament.__Ths Ambassador asked for clarification of the =~~~
US~-CKX propcsal that the Foreign Ministers of the US, UK and
USSR meet at Geneva pricr to convening the conference and
that the confersncs be attended by Foreign Ministers. The
Secretary explainsd that it had been originally agreed that
the conference be attended by the Permanent Representatives.
The Tnited Stztec and the United Kingdom proposed that 1t be
attendsd by Foreign Ministers. The Soviet Unioan responded

by suggesting that the heads of government open ths meeting.
The United States hoped that the Soviet Union would agree to
our propesal that it be a Foreign Ministsrs meeting and that
as many Foreign Ministers as possible, in addition to those
of the US, UK and USSR, would attend. The Mexican Ambassador
sald that Mexico desired to be represented at the conference
by its Permanent Representative PADILLA Nervo and that the
Mexican Foreign Minister did.not plan to attend.
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r— The Mexican Ambassador then discussed with the Secretary ._]
' H

lexdeo's serious preoccupation with the quality of Colorado
Blver wablers baing delivered to Mexico under the terms of the
M Treaty. He sald that the Mexlican Government viewed

19
the situation with grave concern. He recailed that the
Mexlcan Fereizn Minister had discussed the problem with the

etary at Punta del Este. He showed the Soeretary the
Februery 13 dssue of Excelsior which he described as a con-
secvative, pro-Anericsn newspaper. The newsnaper headline
! lead story were to the effect that the Mexicall Valley
faced a catastronhe bocause of the salt water problem., He
sabl thay he reallsed 1t was a complex problem and that the
rational Bowndery and Waser Commission is urgently con-
: He wanted %o suggest that the irmediate problem
fron the long rauge solution and that action be
the nsxt week or two to provide good quality
Fabruary irvigsticn of the wh2at crop in the

H2 askad whether the Unlied States could

)
]
5%
2 ekt o bws or thyea menthr dellver water x:ﬁ
Yo shorajze through the ALY 4 @an Canal. The 0
waber in the Coluorado River wou 2 permitted ho
to the Gulf except to the extent that it might be 855
oy #oxico and wmixed with the high quality water. A 5
uld reserve its position on whather the water 2 o
uld b2 counted as part of the Treaty allotment, 5:5
yre exslainaed that the Treaty allois Mexico 3‘3
cre fesl of walier. He noted tiay delivery to ha
1y gulantity abeve that anount would creaste a | o pL
2vnal domestlc political situriion becsuse of P
fellings of the 1% Colorade - Bazin State-Senators R D
on tiie division of Colorado River water. HKe ' ! g.ﬁ
the source of the drainage apparently responsible | ru&
high salt content of the water is the Wellton-Mohawk ' '
on district in Arizonz., Ths wator Moxico is raceliving g g
fiver has a salt content of sows 2,500 parts per =3
T sait, whsreas delivseries to l:tico oefore this H
3 szlt ceatsnt of about 1,500 p.m.m. He noted that &
R ticon experts had advised Us that the water now
" ivered is

usable for irrigation of wheat.

e Mexican Ambassador discussed bri:ly the salt water
situation on the Rio Graadis River which :rz United States
coisplained about Yo Mexico in 1960 but on wiich no action
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[—— has been taken. Hz said that the United States had a

sked on ——1
December 2, 1961, that the water behind Anzalduas Dam b

e
wasted because of its high salt content and that Mexico had

agreed within 24 hours. He hoped that the US could agree

as promptly to the Mexican request. (The Mexican Ambassador
had made this same point to Mr. Sayre before his conversation
with the Secretary, at which time Mr. Sayre noted that the
lower Rlo Grande farmers had wanted to irrigate seedling vege-
table plants which required water of a low salt content. If
wineat had been involved the water would have been used. The
US counted the released water as part of 1ts Treaty allotment.
The quantity of water was negligible in contrast to the
thousands of acre-feet involved on the Colorado River.)

Mr. Sayre noted that the quality of Colorado River waters
was discussed during the negotiation of the 1944 ‘ater Treaty
and that it was realized at the time that the salt conteant of
the water would increase. He said that in return for a higher
quantity of water than that to which the United States consi-
dered llexico entitled, Mexico had accepted provisions in the
Treabty wanich requirzd Mexico to take and count drainage
water as part of its allotment. The Mexican Ambassador
interposed that this was the point on which Mexico had re-
scrved its legal position becauszs it disagreed with)the
United States. He said that the only record of which he
was aware that this had been discussed was in the hearings
before the United States Senate.

The Secretary inquired what might be done to meet the
Mexican request. Mr. Sayre said that we had received a
similar proposal from the Mexican Commissioner but that we
had understood the Mexican Commissioner, in effect, to
suggest 1t as a long term solution. We had already prepared
a reply to the Mexican Commissioner. He said the Mexican
Ambassador's proposal was for emergency action and that he
would take it up immediately with the Department of the
Interior. The Secretary said that he would call the

Secretary of the Interior and promised the Mexican Ambassador
a prompt reply.

Note: The Ambassador's proposal was discussed with
the Department of the Interior and an instruction was sent
on February 15 to the United States Commissioner that he
could accept the proposal if Mexico (1) understood the
United States would count all waters delivered whether

| COW ]

vpeclassified for publication in

+he United States"

Foreign Relations of

UNCLASSIFIED


mandychalou
Pencil

mandychalou
Pencil


UNCLASSIFIED

w.& ]

(_— whether in the River or through the Canal as part of its “—1
allotment under the Treaty, (2) understood that the United
States could not guarantee deliveries through the Canal at
a level higher than provided in the Treaty because the
capacity of the Canal is only sufficient to handle the
requirements of US users plus the amount speclified in the
Treaty for Mexico and (3) paid the cost of delivery through
the Canal in accordance with the formula worked out in 1950
when emergency deliveries were made through the Canal.
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